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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Vogrin. 

With respect to claim 1, Vogrin discloses an adapter body 1 1 including an upper 
perforated portion and a lower perforated portion (see the perforations 24 and 25 in 
FIGS. 1 and 3), a centrally located opening (e.g., receiving part 13, see FIGS. 2 and 3) 
passing through the upper and lower portions, a hollow insert 13 (see FIG. 2) mounted 
inside the opening and providing a first threaded portion adapted to engage a threaded 
stud and a second threaded portion adapted to mount to a filter, and a magnet 17 
disposed within the adapter body for removing metallic particles from the fluid. 

Concerning claim 2, Vogrin discloses the magnet as being in the shape of a ring 
(see FIGS. 1 and 3). 

As to claim 3, Vogrin discloses a ring support (e.g., the sleeve surrounding part 
13 shown in FIG. 3) for mounting the magnet to the adapter body such that a gap exists 
between the magnet and upper portion. 

Regarding claim, 4, Vogrin discloses the upper portion as including a sealing 
gasket 22 (see FIG. 1). 

Concerning claim 5, Vogrin discloses the perforated upper portion as including a 
circular pattern of perforations 24. 
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As to claim 6, Vogrin discloses the lower portion as including a circular pattern of 
perforations 25. 

Claims 7-9 relate to intended use and carry no patentable weight since the fluid 
is not considered part of the apparatus. 

With respect to claims 10 and 1 1 , Vogrin discloses a cylindrical adapter body 1 1 
including an perforated upper portion and a perforated tower portion (see the 
perforations 24 and 25 in FIGS. 1 and 3), a centrally located opening (e.g., receiving 
part 13, see FIGS. 2 and 3) passing through the upper and lower portions, a hollow 
insert 13 (see FIG. 2) mounted inside the opening and providing a first connection 
means adapted to engage a connection means on a fluid source, the first connection 
means being an internally threaded portion of the hollow insert 13 that is equivalent to 
internally threaded portion 71 shown in FIG. 2 of the instant drawings, and a second 
threaded portion connection means adapted to mount to a filter, the second connection 
means being an externally threaded portion of the hollow insert 13 that is equivalent to 
externally threaded portion 238 shown in FIG. 2 of the instant drawings, and a magnet 
17 disposed within the adapter body for removing metallic particles from the fluid. 

Regarding claim, 12, Vogrin discloses the upper portion as including a sealing 
gasket 22 (see FIG. 1). 

Concerning claim 13, as best understood, Vogrin discloses the perforated upper 
portion as including a circular pattern of perforations 24. 

As to claim 14, as best understood, Vogrin discloses the lower portion as 
including a circular pattern of perforations 25. 
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Claim 15 relate to intended use and carry no patentable weight since the fluid is 

not considered part of the apparatus. 

Concerning claim 16, Vogrin discloses the magnet as being in the shape of a ring 

(see FIGS. 1 and 3). 

As to claim 17, Vogrin discloses a ring support (e.g., the sleeve surrounding part 
13 shown in FIG. 3) for mounting the magnet to the adapter body such that a gap exists 
between the magnet and upper portion. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vogrin in view of Fearnhead. 

With respect to claim 19, Vogrin discloses inserting a magnet 17 (see FIGS. 1 
and 3) in an adapter housing 1 1 having an upper perforated portion and a lower 
perforated portion, and inserting a hollow insert 13 in a centrally located opening 
passing through the upper portion, the lower portion, and the magnet. Vogrin, as best 
understood, fails to specify placing the magnet in the perforated lower portion followed 
by enclosing the magnet in the adapter by attaching a perforated upper portion of a 
housing to the perforated lower portion. Fearnhead discloses that its known to enclose 
a filter member within a housing by first placing the filter member in a lower portion 1 1 of 
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the housing followed by enclosing the filter member in the housing by attaching a 
perforated upper portion 13 to the lower portion, and suggests that such steps provide a 
strong and leak proof filter assembly. It would have been obvious to have modified the 
method suggested by Vogrin so as to have include the method of enclosing the filter 
member in a housing as suggested by Fearnhead in order to provide a strong and leak 
proof housing. 

Concert ng claim 20, Vogrin discloses attaching a sealing gasket 22 to the upper 

portion (see FIG. 1). 

Regarding claim 21 , Vogrin discloses mounting a ring support and magnet in a 
housing (see the upper ring surrounding part 13 in FIG. 3). Vogrin fails to specify 
mounting the ring support to the magnet and then inserting the ring support along with 
the magnet into the lower portion, however, the change in the sequence of process 
steps is considered obvious absent any evidence of unexpected results since the 
magnet and ring support of Vogrin are capable of being mounted in such a manner. 

Claim 18 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

It is suggested that claim 18 amended to specify the location of the spacer in 
relation to the magnet and adapter housing. It is further noted that the prior art fails to 
specify the magnet as being mounted by the spacers such that a gap exists between 
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the inner bore of the magnet and the outer surface of the hollow insert to permit fluid to 
ci rculate therebetween . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew O Savage whose telephone number is 703- 
308-3854. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda W. Walker can be reached on 703-308-0457. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9310 for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 

0 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 
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Primary Examiner 
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